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world lay full of fragments waiting to be tied up by
the Allies into neat little parcels and correctly labelled,
but the people of England wanted peace and quiet,
retrenchment and demobilization. It was the most out-
standing feature of the moment, and it was the most
important factor in the history of the years of the Armis-
tice. Diplomacy and foreign policy needed a great army.
The settlement of the world required a strong police.
The people of England were not prepared for this
further sacrifice. America frankly withdrew her diplo-
mats with her armies. We withdrew our armies, but
we sent our diplomats to do great things, and they failed
and were shamed.
The War Office was weighed down with masses of
new problems. The ordinary officials there, conscien-
tious but far from brilliant, were called upon to gather
correct material and advise and decide on problems of
vast importance, and at the same time to assist in
administering half a world in turmoil. They were
surrounded by experts and interested persons full of
novel facts. They were supplied with maps that were
rank with errors. A new propaganda grew up with
maps as the posters and advertisements. These were
neatly printed. They looked as authentic as a Bart-
holomew road map. They were often a deliberate per-
version of facts to assist a poor argument. Every move
was hampered by numbers of treaties made under the,
stress of war. These were often contradictory and
now regretted.
In Paris the Conference had started, with no one quite
knowing what it meant, and all the people of the world